
Enhancing design and security 
with Note Printing Australia

Australia's R-Series Passport 

Benefiting from a series of new innovations 
and technologies developed specifically for 
this project, by working with a host of technical 
experts and subject matter specialists, Note 
Printing Australia (NPA) have successfully 
delivered their most ambitious book ever -  
the Australian R-Series.

The major security shifts for this document 
include the addition of a polycarbonate data 
page, supplemented with enhanced designs 
based on a new printing capability to create 
vivid, bold imagery across double pages.

Layering all of this with a series of complex 
print, finishing and personalisation features, the 
paper was produced by Portals, enhancing the 
design and security elements of this impressive 
document further still.
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Paper Excellence 

Taking inspiration from the Yumari painting 
created by Uta Uta Tjangala, our team of 
expert designers created the high-definition 
cylinder mould watermarks that are seen 
throughout the book. Using a unique 
approach to replicate the original painting, 
Portals combined dots, dashes, blending 
and sophisticated layering to deliver the 
final effect. 

This was then overlaid with a high contrast 
electrotype watermark in the form of a 
kangaroo, best viewed when held up to a 
light source. This feature works in harmony 
with the printed design by sitting on the 
horizon line of each image.

In addition to providing watermark 
expertise, Portals also added additional 
security components to the base paper in 
banded and random distributions. 

These work in partnership with the printed 
design using a combination of visible 
and invisible fibres and planchettes. The 
banded invisible inclusions – multi-coloured 
StarLites™ - fluoresce when viewed under 
ultraviolet light, to give the impression of 
bright stars visible in a night sky. These 
integrate with the overall design of the book, 
as well as enhancing the documents anti 
counterfeit and anti-forgery properties. 

The end result is a simply stunning 
passport, one that we are incredibly 
proud of being involved with! 
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