’ Bathford Mill is the only paper

' mill in the world totally specialising

in the manufacture of high security

cylinder mould paper for

applications other than banknotes.

Each year, Bathford Mill produces

the paper for over 1,000 million

| security documents, including

| travellers’ cheques, bank
documents, postal orders, passports
and vouchers. '

The mill is situated in the village
of Bathford in an attractive rural
setting three miles east of Bath.
Bathford Mill is recorded in the

Trevarno mill in the
early 1800s
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Advertisement for
Trevarno mill,
Bath Herald,

23 August 1849
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Bathford Mill

' Domesday Book of 1086. It was
' used to produce corn, cloth and
| leather for much of its early life
| until it was converted to a paper

| mill in 1809.

The mill was known for a long

| time as Trevarno mill, the name of
| a nearby house owned by Dr
| William Oliver. He was a well

known doctor in Bath, and invented
| the Bath Oliver biscuit, which he -
| prescribed for patients undergoing a
\ special diet while taking a course of
| the waters. It is claimed that Dr
| Oliver used the mill to produce
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| flour to make his biscuits. More

! certain is that around 1740 he built

| a spa pavilion near the mill by a

| spring which had been discovered

| to be of medicinal value. The

| pavilion was designed by John

| Wood the elder, the famous
architect, but no trace of it remains.

The mill almost certainly
produced handmade paper initially,
and some sources suggest that the
mill produced paper for Treasury
notes. In 1849 it was advertised as
having ‘established its long
[ reputation for making the finest
| writing papers in the Kingdom’. At
| one time the mill was owned by

' ; Thomas Dewdney, who owned

several mills in the west country

and was one of the few British

papermakers to be awarded a prize

medal at the Great Exhibition. This

was for the ‘excellence of writing

paper and the permanent dye of his
blue papers’.

The mill was well located. Water
and power were provided by the
Bybrook, a tributary of the Avon,
| while the London turnpike

provided ready transport. The
opening of Brunel’s Great Western
Railway, which passes next to the
| mill, may have upset the rural
peace, but improved
communications still further.

Despite the location and early
claims of the mill, it did not have a
good commercial record. Up to ten

| occupiers failed there in its early
years. In 1873, however, the
business was bought by Albert
Reed, who subsequently went on to
found what is now Reed
International. Reed gradually
moved the production from thin
coloured wrapping papers to the
more profitable coloured printing
papers for which the mill built up a
good reputation. By the end of
1875 this strategy paid off, and the
mill was operating profitably.

In purchasing the business,
Albert Reed had substantial
financial backing from Thomas
Owen and Samuel Evans. Both men

| were strong Wesleyan Methodists
| and partners in Evans & Owen, a
| well known firm of drapers in Bath.

« | The firm had close connections

. with what is now Owen Owen plc,
| the department stores group.
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In 1876 Reed sold the mill to a
newly formed company, the Bath
Paper Mills company, in which
Thomas Owen and Samuel Evans
were the major shareholders. Reed
was a minor shareholder and
continued to manage the company
until 1877 when he moved to
Cardiff to manage a mill in which
he had also interested Evans and
Owen.

Although Reed was at the mill
for only four years, he retained a
considerable affection for it. He said
that his ideal was to have a mill
somewhere in the country, where
he could live among the people of
the works, he knowing them and
they knowing him. At Trevarno he
came closer to this
ideal than at any
other time. In later
life he used the
name Trevarno
both for his own
home and for
cottages built for
his workers.
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Expedition of Mill workers to Weston-super-Mare 1919

Bathford Mill — the only paper mill
in the world totally specialising

in non-banknote high security cylinder
mould paper.
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After Reed’s departure, the mill
continued to thrive on coloured
printing papers. It survived a major
explosion of the esparto boiler in
1884 which wrecked half the mill
and a larger machine was installed
in 1899.

During the early 1900’s, the
company experienced financial
difficulties and the shareholders
called in Thomas Bray Tabb to
manage the business. As a young
man Tabb had left Cornwall to seek
his fortune in London. On the way
he came through Bath and decided
to settle there instead, starting a
business as a stationer. By the time
he was asked to manage Bathford

In 1913 the new mill started to
make paper, concentrating on
lightweight papers for bibles,
dictionaries and encyclopaedias.
Customers included Oxford
University Press, the British and
Foreign Bible Society and Lloyds.
Other publications printed on
Bathford paper included the
Automobile Association Year
Books and Punch. Throughout this
time Bathford Mill had close links
with Ryburndale Mill, and in 1960
the two were combined into
Bathford and Ryburndale Holdings.
Both mills continued to concentrate
on lightweight paper until they
were purchased by Portals in 1972.

In 1973 production of all
lightweight papers was moved to
Ryburndale, while the machine at
Bathford was converted to enable it
to produce cylinder mould security
papers. Since then, Portals has
invested heavily to establish
Bathford Mill as a separate

Portals (Bathford) Ltd.

Paper Mill, he had retired from his
stationery business in Bath.

Under his management the firm
prospered and orders were placed
for two new paper machines.
However, in 1910 there was a major
fire, as a result of which the Bath
Paper Mills company was wound
up.

Meanwhile, Henry Samuel Tabb,
Thomas Bray’s son, had been
managing a paper mill at
Ryburndale in West Yorkshire.
Following the fire at Bathford Mill,
he raised enough money to buy the
site and, while still working in
Yorkshire, made all the drawings
and preparations for the mill at
Bathford.

company, concentrating on the
specific needs of issuers of high
security documents. In addition to
its own sales and marketing
organisation, Bathford Mill has a
totally independent capability for
the production of security paper
from the initial watermark design
and wax engraving to the despatch
of the finished paper.

Since its acquisition by Portals,
Bathford Mill has supplied over one
hundred major issuers of high
security documents in nearly all
parts of the world. In this, it is
backed up by the full technical and
financial resources of Portals
Papermaking Ltd - the world’s
largest manufacturer of banknote
paper. Portals Papermaking is part
of Portals Holdings plc, in which
the Bank of England is a major
shareholder. Other activities of
Portals Holdings include water
treatment, engineering and property.




